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The report card issued today represents
the progress your son or daughter has
made in courses for the first half of
semester one. Congratulations to those
students who have achieved their goals
and are enjoying success in their subjects.

If you feel your student is not working to
their potential and requires support, please
consider establishing a success plan in
consultation with your Vice Principal, the
Student Success Team, or with the
Academic Resource Department. Please
contact your son-or
specific teacher if you have any questions
or wish to discuss specific issues.

If your surname begins with A-G Mrs. Stairs
H-N Mr. Marlatt
O-Z Mr. Leung

Successful completion of all credits this
semester is the focus of our school.

Thank you to the parents who attended our
Parent-Teacher interviews. Both our
afternoon and evening sessions were busy
with over 1800 parents meeting with our
staff members.

On November 14th, our student leaders
launched the i AM WHO i AM initiative,
joining the Pickering Family of Schools in a
campaign to raise awareness about

NOVEMBER 2011 NEWSLETTER

acceptance, respecting the unique
qualities each of us possess and working
together to raise enough money to
purchase a wheelchair for a Pickering
Family. We will continue with updates on
our website, as the campaign progresses.

As we approach the holiday season, Pine
Ridge staff, the School Community
Council, and students will participate in a
food and toy drive. Information on how
you can help will be on our website, as we
get closer to this campaign. One of the
wonderful things about Pine Ridge is our
willingness to help those who need our
support.

Our newsletter highlights many of the
events and happenings of the first half of
semester one. Please enjoy the review
and note those important dates and
activities planned for the remainder of the
semester.

On behalf of the Pine Ridge administration
and staff thank you for your support and
communication with the school.

Debbie Johnson
Principal

D. Johnson, Principal

H. Leung, C. Marlatt, N. Stairs, Vice-Principals

D. Vachon, Head Secretary

Chris Braney, Trustee (905) 509-2426

Paul Crawford, Trustee (905) 831-7662
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MUSIC NEWS 1T SEMESTER ONE: 2011

The Pine Ridge Music Department has had a very busy start to the new school year. Many of the vocal and instrumental ensem-
bles have been rehearsing for several weeks. Students taking music classes in Semester two are encouraged to contact Mr.
Onyschuk or Ms. Parker about participating in ensembles and rehearsal schedules. See the chart below for rehearsal times and
locations!

and were able to meet the Principal flautist Nora Schulman.

Our Grade 9 and 11 Vocal and Instrumental classes will be attending a special performance by the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra on Tuesday November 15th.

We would like to welcome Sean Webster into the Music department for semester one. Sean is in-
volved as a Co -op student with our grade nine instrumental classes.

Our music ensembles will be involved in a number of performances this fall both here at the school and in

the community. Please mark on your calendars Wednesday December 7 i 7:30 pm . At this time the
music department will present our annual WINTER CONCERT _ which will be a great opportunity to see
many of our musicians in action!

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday |Thursday Friday
Morning Vocal Jazz Ensemble Jr. Stage Band Sr. Stage Band
7:308:10 (Room 1034) (Room 1026) (Room 1026)
Lunch Small Ensembles | Small Ensembles Small Ensembles | Small Ensembles | Small Ensembles
11:0511:50 & Mends Choi
(Room 1034)
After School Show Choir Sr. Concert Band Junior Concert Sr. Stage Band Vocal Jazz Ensem-
2:354:00 (Room 1034) (Room 1026) Band (Room 1026) ble
Vocal Class (Room 1026) (Room 1034)
Rehearsals (1034)
During the second week of October, 48 of our Performing Arts students participated in an excursion to New York City!!
Ms. Parker, Ms. Daubney, Mrs. Zuro, Mr. Onyschuk, and Mrs. Stairs chaperoned the trip and students watched
Broadway performances of Spiderman and How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying starring Daniel Radcliffe.
One of the highlights of the trip was participating in a Broadway workshop in downtown Manhattan with two Broadway
actors!!
On Wed. Oct. 19 twenty of our Grade 12 Instrumental music students attended a dress rehearsal of the Toronto Sym-
phony Orchestra . They were treated to some big O6hitsd by Stravinskv,

Mo z a
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Franconnexion:

On Tuesday October 25 ™, a small group of Pine Ridge Grade 9 French students were invited to the Board office to partic-
ipate in a full day conference promoting French studies through high school and beyond. After a rocky start (we missed
the bus!) the students attended four workshops conducted entirely in French:

l.Post-Secondary Education presented by York Universityds bilingua
2. TheMedia i City TVds Caz talked about how French helped him advan
3. Via Rail 7 Bilingualism and its importance in government employment

4. International Exchanges i 2 companies presented the benefits of student exchanges in places such as France, Swit-
zerland and Luxemburg

We were fed a wonderful French meal of cog au vin and mousse au chocolat  courtesy of Sinclair SS and their culinary
Arts department. The students presented the highlights of the conference to their French classes the next day and

helped lead a discussion on why it is important to take French throughout high school and how it helps advance career
opportunities. The biggest impact seems to be the International exchange program which created a great deal of excite-

ment and hopefully inspired some of our students to look into participating in an exchange next year.

Mme Sabbagh
November 2, the "Day of the Dead"

In Spanish culture, the Day of the Dead is a celebration of life and death where family and friends share food and con-
versation. Sra. Agraso's Spanish class will be experiencing Spanish culture this month in Celebration of the Day of the
Dead. They will be dancing and enjoying Latin American food at Plaza Flamingo!

The French Book Fair 2011: Salon du Livre is around us once again. Itis an annual trip
that we, at the French department here at Pine Ridge would like to take part in. This

year it falls on Thursday, December 1st, 2011. Itis an all -day trip where we get to
meet other French and English students of French language from across the GTA and
beyond. We get to make friends and speak some French.

A NE PAS MANQUER!

We finish off our trip with a get -together -eat-t oget her at the March® Restaurant in Tor
A NE PAS MANQUER!

DRAMA

The Drama Department is hard at work already rehearsing for our winter production of The Outsiders . Mr. McKinnon
and the cast and crew are very excited to bring this wonderful story to the Pine Ridge staff. Performances commence on
Wednesday, December 14th @ 7:30pm and run nightly until Saturday, December 17th. Look for tickets to be on sale

late November/early December. Come out and support our talented students.

Pine Ridge Secondary Schoo! Proudly Presents

S.E. Hinton's

The Outsiders

December 14, 15, 16, and 17, 2011 7:30PM
Pine Ridge Theatre
Tickets $10.00 or $8.00 with a non-perishable food item
flickets go on sale December5, 2011
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GRADUATION
There is a fee to participate in the Graduation Ceremony. Bhi6®
fee includes: S0

C Cap and Gown l
C Commemorativé’ine RidgePin

C Ticketsto ceremony

C Graduation BBQ in May 46" - 48" 1
C 5 x7 Souvenir photo of you receiving your i
diploma
Please makeheques ouib Pine Ridge Secondary School in  4'9"-4'11" 2
the amount of $0.0Q
5IOIl _ 5I2Il 3
Please note that no refunds can be provided should you not
graduateon time. Your fee will carry over to the next year.
5I3Il - 5I5Il 4
Size Chart: Please circle the size you need on this Kart
5I6Il _ 5I8Il 5
Name:
Phone Number:
_ 59"-5'11" 6
Commencement Information
When: June 2012 6'0"- 62" v
Special Awards:
_ 6'3"-6'5" 8
There aremanyawards wortmearly$8000 available to
graduates. Applicationsill be available in April 2012
Many of these awards require an application. More 6'6"and over 9
information will follow.

Valedictorian:

Every year, the graduating class elects a fellow classmatpresest them as
Valedictorian. The process for this selentwill also occur in April 2012

Please see Mr. McKinnon if you have any questions about the cap/gown and
ceremony.




Pageb

POST -SECONDARY INFORMATION

' Parent Information Night

2 &,

Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 dh-"'l'.'l.:}L Enr"’&
e Time: 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for an information night for

2l parents regarding transitioning to
DATE & TIME: : :

. Tuesday, November 29, pnst-_secﬂndary life for students with
2011 special needs.

7:00 P.M.

LOCATION: This 1s an open invitation; registration for
T this event is not required. The presentation
Education Cenire will be approximately one hour in length,
w followed by a question and answer penod.

400 Taunton Road, East
Whitby, Ontario L1R ZKEB

» PRESENTED BY':
Doug Crichiton, Superintendent
of Special Education & Grove
School
&
Carolyn Treadgold,
Special Education Officer

= Question and answer session to
follow.

FURTHER INFORMATION, OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT:
TELEPHOME: DIAME KENT AT 205-666-6371
E-MaL: EENT_DIANEE@DURHAM EDU_ON.CA
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RESOURCE CENTRE
"y ’Wr |l I

Students are enjoying the new Graphic Novels and Teen Fiction on display in the Resource

Centre. Every day these titles are regularly being signed in and out.

The Underbrush Reading Program which features some of our new fiction titles will finish on
November 30 and the ~ White Pine Reading Program will begin on Tuesday, December 6. Our
AKick offodo wildl occur during lunch on that day wi z

unity to sign out the new White Pine Books for 2012.

We would like to recognize and congratulate the Pine Ridge students who read all ten White Pine titles last year:
Hana Abbas, Katherina Boyd, Jessica Chen, Nimra Choudry, Nisha Choudry, Amber Cloves, Bryan Hansraj, Khusboo

Kotecha, Gbemi Oladjide, Minal Patel, Sarah Slim, Megan Steciw, Leah Varga, Alexander Wall, and Saba Zafar.

Check out the new  Library Links file under Desk Tools, or on the School Web Page under Resource Centre -New!! DDSB
Library/Learning Commons Page. This is a powerful new link with information on Reading Programs, Electronic Tools
and Databases.

Looking for something to read?
Most popular series this Fall: The Hunger Games trilogy (Suzanne Collins) and Ranger 6s A pmhndlanagar) e

Look for these new sequels: The Fifth Rule -sequelto The First Stone (Don Aker) and  Sisterhood Everlasting -sequel

to the Travelling Pants series (Ann Brashares). a

SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The School Community Council (SCC) is composed of parents, school administrators,
community members and students from Student Council. The role of the SCC is to
provide input on a wide range of topics that affect school life at Pine Ridge. The SCC
meets every last Monday of most months at 7:00 pm in the Library (there are no
meetings in December, March, or June). Interested parents should check the school
calendar and website for exact dates. The SCC can be contacted by calling the
school 905 -420 -1885 and asking for extension 300.

This month, the SCC, in cooperation with Credit Counselling Service of Durham Re-

gi on, i s pr 8uwegeting forrCgllege anid University 0 during
of November 28, 2011 in the Theatre at Pine Ridge (Room 1009). The session be-

gins at 7 pm, and will be followed by an abbreviated SCC meeting in the library.

Topics of the Budgeting workshop will include:

e  Managing your money while at school
e Applying for scholarships and bursaries
e  Student loan v. student line of credit

e  Your first credit card

e  Student loan repayment

Students are invited to take part with their parents to better prepared themselves!
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STUDENT SERVICES/GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Community Service Hours

Fall is an excellent time to get started on community service hours. Visit www.VolunteerDurham.org for ideas. If you
are unsure whether or not your community service idea may be eligible, check beforehand with Ms. Perkins in Guidance.

Develop Your Study Skills and Explore Career Options

Visit the following websites for more information:
www.osca.ca

WWW.careercruising.com

Username: Durham
Password: 10280
Grade 12 Student News

Grade 12 students had the opportunity to attend the University/College Fair held at Pine Ridge Secondary School on Oct
27™ where twenty university and seven college representatives were in attendance. Students are encouraged to continue
researching all program requirements and deadlines that are specific to the colleges/universities they are interested in
applying to. Throughout the semester, important dates and information will be posted on the Grade 12 News Board in

the Guidance Office and the school website.

Application Procedures
College

Guidance counselors will be visiting Grade 12 homeroom classes and lunch seminars will be held during the month of No-
vember to review the college application procedures. Information will be provided to the students through their home-
room teachers as well as being posted on the Grade 12 News Board in the Guidance Office and the school website. The
seminars will include information on how to apply to college, how to modify your application and how to accept offers of
admission. The handout used during these seminars will be posted on the Guidance Department page of the Pine Ridge
Website.  Students will apply online through Ontario Colleges www.ontariocolleges.ca

Important Dates

Nov 28, 2011 Earliest date that colleges may acknowledge applications

Feb 1, 2012 Applications received and paid for on or before this date will be given equal consideration, earliest
release of offers by the colleges to all applicants, earliest date that applicants may confirm an offer of
admission.

May 1, 2012 Applicants must confirm their acceptance of an offer of admission to their chosen program through

www.ontariocolleges.ca by this date.
June 15, 2012 Earliest date that colleges may require payment of tuition fees
Summary of Fees
Application Fee  $95 (this includes five college/program choices)
University

An assembly outlining the University application process will be held on Tuesday , November 15 ™ during homeroom in

the cafeteria. The information covered in this assembly will be posted on the Guidance Department page at
www.pineridgesecondaryschool.ca . Students are encouraged to research their university program options at

www.electronicinfo.ca . The PIN required for university applications will be distributed at the beginning of December in

the studentsd homeroom cl ass. After recei viwnmmgouaclrecaP.| N, studen

Important Dates
Jan 11, 2012 Deadline for Ontario secondary school students to submit applications (Note: Applications received
after this date will still be processed by the OUAC and distributed to the universities. However, sp ecific

university deadlines will apply.)

May 29, 2011 Latest date by which all secondary school applicants shall expect a response from an Ontario
University.
June 1, 2011 Earliest date by which Ontario universities may require a response to an offer of admission.

Summary of Fees

Base Application Fee $125.00 (this includes the initial three university/program choices) additional Choice Fee $42

t



http://www.volunteerdurham.org/
http://www.osca.ca/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
http://www.pineridgesecondaryschool.ca/
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/
http://www.ouac.on.ca/
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SCHOLARSHIPS and i AM WHO i AM

If you are planning to apply to an American school please see Mr. Natola in the Guidance Office. For additional infor-
mation visit www.collegeboard.com.

Scholarships

Scholarship information received by the Guidance Department will be posted on the scholarship board in the hall outside

of Guidance as well as on the school website. Students are encouraged to check the individual college/university websites
and www.electronicinfo.ca for scholarship information. Students will automatically be considered for some scholarships,
while others require a separate application. Some employers/clubs/organizations offer scholarships to children of their
employees/members. Investigate all possibilities! See guidance for more scholarship information.

All grade 12 students are encouraged to visit the websites listed below for additional scholarship information:

www.studentawards.com and www.scholarshipscanada.com

‘ITam who I am’:

Student Voice in Pickering

The Pickering Family of Schools is pleased to introduce a student driven initiative
called, ‘I am who | am’. Key messages of this character based program include:

Each student is unique

Each student is valued

Each student is welcome

Each student is supported

We are betier together

Appreciating each other for who we are

Working collaboratively, we aim fo create schools and communities that honour the
equity and worth of all. We recognize the value and dignity of each individual. We
sirive to inspire our students, parents, staff and community members to support each
other in leaming, working and living together.

‘I am who | am’ is grounded in safe, caring and restorative practices that celebrate the
individuality of all school and community members. We look forward to shanng the
exciting work of our students and staff. Please join us in celebrating our youth and
honouring their right to leam in a safe, caring and inclusive leaming enviromment.

The launch date is Monday, November 14, 2011. Many initiatives are planned at all
schools in Pickering. To begin, the campaign of awareness, bracelets and t-shirts will

be sold with proceeds going towards purchasing a wheelchair for a Pickering student in
need.

We will share the progress of this exciting program with our community throughout the
year.

‘I am who | am’ is a campaign initiated by a committee of inspired students im memory of
Mitchell Wilson to honowr and support his memory.

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.”
William James (1842 — 1810)



http://www.electronicinfo.ca/
http://www.studentawards.com/

Paged

I AM WHO i AM CAMPAIGN

Pine Ridge Secondary School will host the launch of the i AM WHO i AM campaign on Monday November 14

We are looking forward to an inspiring beginning to the i AM WHO i AM campaign with speakers from the DDSB, the
community and presentations from Pickering students.

Members of the community can get involved by buying an i AM WHO i AM wrist band, t - shirt or donating to the cam-
paign through any Pickering school. All proceeds go towards purchasing a wheelchair for a Pickering family in need.
Follow our website, Twitter, or Facebook accounts for upcoming i AM WHO i AM events.

I
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ME TO WE

An exceptional group of students who believe in social justice and making

a difference in the lives of young people, have come together to form the

"Pine Ridge Me to We Club". We have had a great response to our

"Halloween For Hunger Food Drive" and we are looking forward to the "Vow

of Silence" campaign in November to raise awareness of the millions of

children silenced by poverty and exploitation. t

For more information about the Me to We movement, check out

www.metowe.com

Stay tuned to Pine Ridgebds website, Twi ount s
more details about events right here at our school.



http://www.metowe.com
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Math Centre

The Math Centre is open ~ Monday through Thursday from 2:40 to 3:40 pm in room 3039 . All students are wel-
come to attend to get math help and/or work on their math homework. We have peer tutors who are ready and willing
to assist in any way that they can. Dondt delay, get to the Ma

Math Homework Help Online

Grade 9 and 10 students can access FREE help from a certified math teacher. Homework Help Online is accessed via

the internet by going to www.homeworkhelp.ilc.org . Any grade 9 or 10 student who hasn
at any time. All you need is your OEN (Ontario Education Number) and your date of birth. The tutor chat rooms are
open Sunday through Thursday from 5:30pm to 9:30 pm . In addition to the tutor chat rooms, the site offers Listen

& Learn presentations with certified teachers, Interactive Tutorials and Best Sessions.
Math Contests!

On October 18 ™, 62 students took part in the first of six Canadian National Mathematics League (CNML) contests. Stu-
dents from grades 9 through 12 are eligible to participate and all write the same contest regardless of grade, which can
be quite challenging for our intermediate students! Congratulations to the following students who achieved the highest
scores for CNML #1.

Brady Metherall (5/6)
David Semotiuk (4/6)

Jessica Chen (4/6)
KeYue Chen (4/6)
Matthew Penny (4/6)

Juliana Seok (4/6)

Alexander Wall (4/6)

Our next CNML contest will be written on November 15 ™.

I'tds not too |l ate to sign up! I f you are interested in writing
see Mr. Sediqui in room 3018 or any other math teacher. Please visit the Math Department page on our school website
for a complete list of Math Contests offered at Pine Ridge.

EQAO

All students working toward a credit in Grade 9 Academic or Applied Mathematics are required to write the two part
EQAO Math Assessment. This Assessment evaluates how well students are meeting the curriculum expectations of the

Grade 9 Academic or Applied Mathematics courses from The Ontario Curriculum . A portion of the Assessment will be
mar ked by the studentso6é teacher and wil/l be worth 5% of their f
assessment in their regular math classrooms on January 17 ™ and 18 ™, 2012 . Please make a note of these two very

important days in your calendar to ensure your attendance.

For those students who wrote the Grade 9 EQAO math tests last year , we are pleased to announce that our Academic
scores soared to 81% of students achieving at Levels 3 or 4. In addition, our applied scores remain on par with other

Pickering area schools. Our math teachers in both Grades 9 and 10 are working hard to program appropriately, given

the information gleamed from | ast yeard6s test results.

If you have any questions regarding this assessment, please free to ask your math teacher. For more information,
please visit _www.egao.com

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

Spring Europe Trip

This year over the Easter holiday Pine Ridge students will travel to Rome and Greece to experience Italian and Greek
culture while taking in the fascinating sites these countries have to offer. Presently our spring trip for 2013 is being
planned for Spain and France during March Break. Any interested students should contact Mr. Elliott for more infor-
mation regarding our 2013 trip. Sign up information for this trip should be coming shortly.
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SCIENCE

Science develops theories and laws based on evidence. Much of this evidence comes from laboratory investigations.
Lab work is a very important component of all science courses at Pine Ridge. In these photos, Grade 10 Academic
Science students are doing an earthworm dissection.

B

LEADERSHIP AT PINE RIDGE

After our first successful student run and student led leadership camp last
May our leadership team is in full swing and ready for an exciting year. We

have had a great start to the 2011/2012 school year. In October, several staff
members took the Leadership Team back to Camp Kandalore for our fall re-

treat . Pl anning for this yeards camp i s bident ¢
amazing ideas for an exciting Leadership Camp this spring. This yeard

will take place from Friday May 11th to Monday May 14th.

Currently the | eadership team is I|iAmmWhHong bf f of
Amo . The students have been working hard I gr
students to help tackle the bullying issue that affects our school community.

These workshops will take place during bullying awareness week from Novem- P
ber 14th -November 18th. This is a great opportunity for students to help ad- ®
dress such an important issue and help make positive change within the school
community.

Another initiative associated with the Leadership groups at Pine Ridge is called
AEntrepreneuri al Ahswegramusrdesigned to help students
and their teachers develop enterprising skills. Students, teachers and partners
work together to learn about planning, teamwork, risk management and marketing. Students also develop personal

enterprising qualities. Ms. Parker's Leadership Class this year is being matched with a volunteer from the business

community. Together Ms. Parker and this business partner work with the class to identify a venture concept; plan and

implement the venture; and then celebrate its success. Profits of the venture are usually donated to a local charity.

Students currently enrolled in the Leadership Class are excited about the opportunities that this partnership will bring

about! Stay tuned for updates throughout the school year. Students looking at course selections for the 2012 -2013
year should consider programs like the Leadership Class that provide many extras to enhance the learning experience

in the classroom.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

_LOSSA Athletics

The Senior Football team completed the regular season with a 5 -1 record and finished a solid second place in the LOSSA
West Division. The Running Back tandem of Meschach Green and Sean Smith have been ripping the opponents defenc-
es to shreds! Good Luck in the playoffs.

The Junior Girls' Basketball team currently has an 8 -2 record, good for third place in the LOSSA West Division. Rachel
Woodburn has leading the Junior Pumas in scoring for most of the season.

The Senior Girls' Basketball team currently has an 8 -1 record, good for third place in the LOSSA West Division. The
Senior Pumas won the Ajax Invitational tournament. Jodelle Dixon and Rayanne Wright have been leading the way for
the Pumas.

The Senior Boys' Volleyball team is currently ranked third in LOSSA AAAA Volleyball. The Senior Boys' team were unde-
feated to win the Ajax Invitation Volleyball Tournament.

The Junior Boys' Volleyball team lost in the Consolation Championship at the Ajax Invitational Volleyball Tournament.
The Junior Boys' are looking forward to a great run in the LOSSA playoffs!

Thanks to Ms. Miles -Berry and Mr. Hipps and the rest of the Pine Ridge Cross -Country team in hosting the LOSSA Cross -
Country Championships at Pine Ridge. Jake Prendergast lead the Puma charge with a 22nd place finish in the Junior

Boy's race. Once again we have been commended for our outdoor facilities at Pine Ridge which are second to none

across Ontario!

This winter we will be running a Varsity Boys' Hockey team, open to all boys from grades 9 to 12. See Mr. Blanchfield
for more details!

On Thursday October 20th, Debbie Coutu was honoured by the Durham District School Board as a Volunteer of
Distinction. Mrs. Coutu has spent countless hours organizing and running BBQs for the Football Jamborees, Ridge
Classic Rugby Tournaments and DEAA Track and Field. Thank you Mrs. Coutu for your amazing contribution to Puma
Athletics.

On Thursday October 27th the Senior Boys' Basketball team played an exhibition game against the Durham Regional

Police in front of almost 400 Pumas. Great skill and sportsmanship were displayed by the Senior Pumas. Well done
Mr. Nekkers, Ms. Biffin and Mr. Natola! The Senior Boy's team will be participating in the prestigious Pinkie Lewis

Basketball tournament at McMaster University on November 10th, 11th and 12th.

Curricular Activities

As many of you have noticed, we have had the Main Gym floor re -lined and re -finished. It looks amazing! This is only
the start. In the coming weeks the Main Gym and the hallway between the gyms will be freshened up with a new paint
job! Pine Ridge's athletic facilities have never looked better!

Special thanks to our friends from Outdoor Escarpment Adventures for their superb job with our Grade 9s and the Wall
Climbing week. All Grade 9s had a tremendous time!

Ms. Cornish's PSE4U1 class enjoyed a trip to the University of Toronto Reference Library as they prepare materials for
their Summative Evaluations.

Starting in mid December and continuing through January, all Pine Ridge first semester Physical Education students will
be working on and completing their summative evaluations. Parents and/or guardians please encourage your son
and/or daughter to fully complete all components of this very important assessment
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Outdoor Adventure Leadership

Paddling open lakes. Scaling challenging cliffs. Navigating on two wheels through lush forest.
Mentoring Grade 10 students at a canoeing clinic.

Students in the new two  -credit Outdoor Adventure Leadership class are having an outstanding
semester. Our adventures have taken us to the wilds of Southern Ontario and have taught us
new skills along the way.

At the end of September we spent five cold, wet and windy days in the heart of Algonquin Park, where the students

earned their Ontario Recreational Canoeing and Kayaking Association (ORCKA) Canoe Tripping Level 1 Certification. In
October, we spent two days at Miltonds Rattle Snake Poi
Rock Climbing. We also enjoyed afternoons mountain biking through the Pine Ridge forest. November will take us to
Bruce Peninsula National Park for our hiking unit. Each unit of study in the Outdoor Adventure Leadership class not only
promotes healthy active living, but also decision making, risk management, communication and leadership skills though
outdoor adventure.

We are looking forward to some great adventures in the second half of the semester. If you want to be part of the Grade
10 or 11 Outdoor Education Program at Pine Ridge, contact Student Services or drop by the Physical Education Office
and talk to Mr. Blanchfield. Take this opportunity to put a little adventure in your education!

1% Annual Pos versus Joes at Pine Ridge Secondary

OnOctober27 ™, 2011 at 1:15 p. m. Pine Ridgebs Senior
members of the Durham Regional Police in our 1 SAnnual P. O.6s versus
event was a huge success and we had over 400 students from Pine Ridge in attendance. The stu-

dents were asked to donate a small fee to participate in the event and the money raised will be used
towards transportation costs, new equipment, and tournament fees for the basketball season.

After brief introductions of the members of DRPS to our team, the heated match began. Our Pine
Ridge boys quickly took the lead over the Police team by demonstrating their quickness and athletic
ability. The Police made some valiant attempts at catching up, including several three pointers, and

of the highlights included several spectacular dunks by Jamal Reynolds, excellent blocks and defensive plays by Aquille
Stephens and several entertaining offensive efforts by Alistair Cole. At half time, head coach Cam Nekkers decided to
incorporate members of our Pine Ridge team with members of the Police team for the second half. This allowed our stu-
dents to rub elbows with the Police and they also had to demonstrate teamwork and patience in working with others.

The event was a huge success and everyone had a great time cheering and supporting our team. Mr. Craig and the
yearbook staff also led many great team spirit cheers and rallies to get our Pumas pumped. After the game, members of
the Durham Regional Police team commented on how much they enjoyed the event and how they cannot wait to face
our Pumas again next year. The P. O.06s versus Joebs game
pleased with the results. Many thanks go out to all who helped support and organize this great community event, and
we appreciate your continued efforts to make our team a great success.

For any additional information regarding other great events that our team will be participating in this year, including the
8" Annual David Preston Memorial Tournament, please feel free to contact one of the coaches.

Mr. Nekkers, Ms. Biffin, and Mr. Natola
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CO-OP

Students keep asking what is Co -op at Pine Ridge? The Answer: Co -op is a course that lets you link traditional in -class
learning with real workplace experience. Why take it? To get a better idea of what you want to do with your life after
high school AND earn high school credits.

Cooperative Education, (also known as Co -op), offers you the opportunity to experience your future occupation and de-
cide if it is the right choice for you. You can learn a lot about the job you want from hands -on activities in the workplace.
Co-op is worth two credits (either mornings or afternoons) or four credits (all day).

This semester students are currently completing their Co -op at many different placements. Some of the places at which
Pine Ridge students are gaining work experience include: Rouge Valley Hospital, Casa Verde Restaurant, John Boyer

Chevrolet, The Bay, The Cut Above Salon, Sportchek, West 49, Goodlife Fitness, Durham District School Board Public

Schools, The Home Depot, Yamaha Motorsport, Westburne Electric, Sears, Discovery Daycare, and many more!

Drop by the Coop Office to talk to Ms. Sotiriou, Mr. Van Kessel, and Ms. Biffin with any questions you might have.

VISUAL ARTS

Pine Pine Ridge Arts Society has created art for the local community. Three students ( Jenny Fisher, Nicole Lomax, Jas-

mine Isodoro) have their art displayed in Scruples Hair Salon on Whites Road. Three others (Mary Kehoe, Alyssa
Green, Diane Miller) have their art on exhibit in the Port Restaurant  at the harbour. Even more Pine Ridge students will
have their artwork on display in the community in the near future.

We have some talented artists at Pine Ridge!

The Portfolio Clinic is available to students who are interested in applying to a post -secondary Visual Arts program. The
clinic assists students to help organize and develop a strong portfolio. The Clinic takes place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunch in Room 2069. See Ms. Gagne for more details.

LITERACY

Literacy at Pine Ridge has been on -going and continuing throughout the year to prepare and equip students for life. As a
school, we are Reading at Pine Ridge (RAP) every Wednesday for 20 minutes in every class. Other initiatives include
OSSLT Literacy booklets for grades 9 and 10 students, and a pr é
tario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) will be held on Thursday March 29, 2012 and all grade 10 students or first
time eligible writers and re -writers are required to write on that date. Successful completion of the OSSLT is a mandatory
graduation requirement for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION




